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 NOTE: This case is being reviewed 10 months after being accepted for service. 
 
This family is composed of Sara (12 years), her three siblings Ralph, Rose, and 
John (18, 17, 14 years), the children’s mother, Cynthia Fisher (36 years) and the 
children’s father, Matthew Fisher (37 years). Sara is the child/youth that is the 
focus of this Quality Service Review (QSR).   
 
The children’s parents have been separated for six years. The family has lived in 
Pennsylvania for approximately 11 years during which time they maintained 
limited contact with their extended family out of state. Sara’s family has been 
involved with ABC County Children and Youth Services (ABCCCYS) for the past 
10 months when referrals were made regarding physical mistreatment of one of 
the children by mother’s paramour at the time. While the parents arranged for the 
children to live with their father, they still visited with their mother and a 
subsequent referral was received when it was learned that the mother checked 
herself into rehab.  After the father, Matthew, repeatedly failed to enroll the 
children in school, the children were removed from his care 9 ½ months ago. 
Although initially placed in separate locations (older children in shelter, younger 
in a foster home), within approximately one week of placement, ABCCCYS 
secured a foster home placement for all four children to remain together. The 
three youngest siblings remain together in the foster home of Victoria Holmes 
and the oldest child, Ralph, moved to kinship care with a friend’s family so he can 
graduate from his home school district. 
 
Additional reports received by ABCCCYS included a substantiated sexual abuse 
concern for Sara’s 17 year old sister, Rose, by one of her mother’s paramours as 
well as a sexual assault of a minor female by the father, Matthew. 
 
The children’s mother currently lives in close proximity to the children and sees 
them on a weekly basis. The children’s father now lives out of state with his 
mother, Brenda Smith, the children’s paternal grandmother (PGM). The father 
maintains phone contact with the children but has not maintained contact with 
ABC County Children and Youth Services (ABCCCYS). The paternal 
grandmother (PGM), Brenda Smith, maintains consistent contact with the 
children and has had extended holiday visits with them in her home. A recent 
Interstate Compact request of PGM’s home was denied due to lack of space in 
the home. The maternal grandfather, Owen Davis, has also recently contacted 
ABCCCYS about becoming involved with the children, but he has not seen the 
children in over a year. He resides outside of Pennsylvania near other maternal 
and paternal relatives.   
 
A number of services have been offered and/or provided to both parents to 
facilitate reunification. All interviews and case file documentation reflect that the 
father has not participated in any of these services despite the agency’s repeated 
efforts. The mother has participated in services focused on assisting her with 
locating appropriate housing and employment. The mother, Cynthia, also 
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continues to receive mental health treatment. Six months after beginning 
services, ABCCCYS discontinued reunification services for Cynthia through a 
provider, as the provider felt Cynthia had received the maximum benefits from 
the service.  To date, Cynthia had not maintained stable housing, employment, or 
established consistent parental guidance (rules and responsibilities) for the 
children.  The case record also indicates that Cynthia was involved with child 
welfare as a child and was placed in foster care, but Matthew’s history of child 
welfare involvement as a child is not known.  Sara receives individual counseling, 
youth advocate services to address socialization concerns, educational 
assistance in school (IEP for reading, spelling, math), and case management 
services through ABCCCYS.  

 


